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but Randolph, whose advice was asked, knowing
that a man like Kirke, "short-tempered, rough-
spoken, and dissolute," would not succeed, urged
that his name be withdrawn. It was agreed that
the Governor should have a council, and at first
the Lords of Trade recommended a popular
assembly, whenever the Governor saw fit; but in
this important particular they were -overborne by
the Crown. After debate in a cabinet council, it
was determined "not to subject the Governor
and council to convoke general assemblies of the
people, for the purpose of laying on taxes and
regulating other matters of importance." This
unfortunate decision was a characteristic Stuart
blunder for which the Duke of York (afterwards
James II), Lord Jeffreys (not yet Lord Chancellor),
and other ministers were responsible. Kirke,
Jeffreys, and the Duke of York may well have
seemed to Cotton Mather "Wild Beasts of the
Field," dangerous to be entrusted with the shaping
of the affairs of a Puritan commonwealth.

The death of Charles II in February, 1685,
postponed action in England, and in Massachu-
setts the government went on as usual, the elec-
tions taking place and deputies meeting, though
with manifest half-heartedness. Randolph was